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It's been more than five years that | live

in Japan and | am always surprised

to see how much trains are popular :

here. There are train lovers in

France too, but you won't see many

French families taking pictures in
front of a TGV. In Japan, you can
see all kind of special trains running
through the country. In this new edition

you to the Aso Boy!
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i The Aso Boy train runs between
' Aso, Oita city and Beppu in about
¢ two hours. It is as popular with
' Japanese tourists as it is with foreign
i tourists. Aso boy's mascot is Kuro-chan,
1 a little black dog that you can see |
'+ everywhere on and inside the train.
¢ You can also find his doghouse at
. Aso station where many tourists
' take a picture, as a souvenir.

i The inside of the train is not what you |
+ usually expect to see. Each car has its
. own atmosphere that you can enjoy
' during the ride. You also can enjoy
i 180 degrees view from the front car
. and the rear car as well. Perfect to !
i enjoy the beautiful landscapes of the
i area. There is one car where you'll !
¢ find a "café" selling various products
l from Aso or Kuro-chan goodies.
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: During this time, kids can enjoy

apool filled with wooden balls! (yes,

i inside the train!). | also appreciated
' the staff kindness and the fact that

they can speak with you in English.
They will even ask you if you want
them to take a souvenir picture,
which | did as you can see below.
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Public transportation can be a difficult
time during a travel in a foreign
country, but Aso boy is a tourist
destination in itself!
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