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On October 21st Michi no Eki Aso organized a special event
to introduce Aso to foreign students residing in Kumamoto
prefecture. The 25 participants took a bus early in the morning to
discover the beauties of Aso during an all-day tour! They came
from 14 different countries from all around the world! Myanmar,
Mongolia, Irag, Switzerland, Turkey, Indonesia, Philippines, Kyrgyzstan,
China, Taiwan, Korea, Malaysia, Bangladesh and Thailand!

10832 1 BEDREEFREASRELDNEANBREZ R (CFIEFZ =N
T BRI NEBHELE UTme 2 5BDBHBEBRY) Y 7 — CHIED
EUSZRRT 2R BHRENRICEAAFE UL, HRPNS T 40B
EHBDBFENEF ) FUlze I+ 27— XTI 1570 ATRAL
MLOAYRRE T T4 VENFILFRI >V PEEB BB VL —
STNVTST v allI AT,

For this tour, we wanted to show how strong the links are
between man and nature. That's why we chose Aso shrine to
start the day. Part of Aso Shrine collapsed during the Kumamoto
earthquake but no other building in the area suffered heavy
damages. For the locals, the shrine protected them from the
earthquake. This story really |mpressed these young students
Our guides for the day were two W e s
certified Aso Global Geopark
Geoguides! Walking on the shopping
street next to the shrine was also
the occasion to point out the fact
that Mount Aso is an active
volcano thanks to which locals can

’ enjoy many benefits.
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Then we spent the afternoon on Mount Aso starting with a
visit to the Nakadake crater. We were so lucky to have such a
nice weather and the geoguides were able to give us many
explanations about Mount Aso. The students enjoyed it so
much it was even difficult to keep an eye on them. We made a
stop at the desert-like Sunasenri before letting them have
some free time to enjoy at Kusasenri. And it seems they
enjoyed it a lot! Of course, most of them took this opportunity
to wander in this vast grassland surrounded by a beautiful nature.
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Many of them also asked many v
questions to the geoguides. lalso = o

had some questions from one of AT A

our participant from Switzerland y \
on how to come to Aso and what §
other places to enjoy here. She
plans to come here again with her
family when they will come to visit her in Japan!
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It was a long but very enjoyable day. By looking at the questionnaires
our participants filled, | can say that they spent a great time! It seems
that for most of them it was their first time to see an active volcano.
For some of them, it was even their first time to visit a Japanese
shrine! This is the kind of event we want to organize again in
the future. It is important to introduce Aso to as much people
from around the world as possible, so they can talk about it to their
friends and family once back home. Let’s spread the word and
let's make Aso one of the most popular tourist destination!
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